
 

 

 
Hanging of the Greens 

 

November 25, 2018 
 

Call to Worship (Responsive) 
How shall we prepare this church for the birth of Jesus? 
With branches of cedar, the tree of excellence and strength.  
How shall we prepare this church for the eternal Christ? 
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green. 
How shall we prepare this church for the prophet of Galilee? 
With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death and resurrection. 
How shall we prepare our hearts for this revelation of God?  
By hearing again the words of the prophets and the promises of God. 
For in the story of Jesus we see revealed the transforming power of God. We are 
reminded anew of God’s vision of wholeness, justice, and peace for all of creation.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Processional Hymn         “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus “            Black 122 
 

Anthem                                            Carols of Hope   Anna Laura Page 
                   Jean Anne Shafferman 
          The Sussex Carol 
 

               Saints Before the Altar Bending 
 

         (Please sing when directed) 
Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear; 

suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear. 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ,  

the Hope, the Light! 
 

Prayer 
Gracious God, the whole world rejoices at the coming of your Son. 
Everywhere around us we see signs of his coming. As we gather in this 
evening hour, as your family, draw us closer to you; fill our hearts with 
anticipation and longing for the birth of your Son once again, and make his 
Spirit very present in our hearts tonight. May the life symbolized in the 
hanging of these greens tonight, be a sign of the greater life we find in him. 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 



 

A Story for all God’s Children 
The legend of the poinsettia comes from Mexico. It tells of a girl named Maria and her 
little brother Pablo. They were very poor but always looked forward to the Christmas 
festival. Each year a large manger scene was set up in the village church, and the days 
before Christmas were filled with parades and parties. The two children loved 
Christmas but were always saddened because they had no money to buy presents. 
They especially wished that they could give something to the church for the Baby 
Jesus. But they had nothing.  
 

One Christmas Eve, Maria and Pablo set out for church to attend the service. On their 
way they picked some weeds growing along the roadside and decided to take them as 
their gift to the Baby Jesus in the manger scene. Of course other children teased them 
when they arrived with their gift, but they said nothing for they knew they had given 
what they could. Maria and Pablo began placing the green plants around the manger 
and miraculously, the green top leaves turned into bright red petals, and soon the 
manger was surrounded by beautiful star-like flowers and so we see them today. 
 

Anthem                                   Carols of Peace          Anna Laura Page 
           Jean Anne Shafferman 
                                  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
                                       Joy to the World 
 

(Please sing when directed) 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let us our songs employ! 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

One More Story 
Have you ever wondered why we talk about the “hanging of the greens?” Or why an 
evergreen is called an evergreen? And why Christmas greens are traditionally used to 
emphasize the nativity? Green represents renewal, new life, freshness, and rebirth. 
Plants such as pine, fir, holly, ivy, and mistletoe are called evergreens because they do 
not die; through the seasons of the year, they remain ever-green.  Ever-alive.  It is no 
wonder then that we deck our sanctuary and halls with evergreens during this Advent 
season. Advent is the season of preparation for the ever-coming Christ, God’s gift to us 
of renewal and transformation. 
 

Because the needles of the pine and fir trees appear not to die each season, the 
ancients saw them as signs of things that last forever. Isaiah tells us that there will be 
no end to the reign of the Messiah. Therefore, we fashion a wreath of evergreens 
shaped in a circle, which in itself has no end, to signify that the kingdom of God which 
has no end, and is realized wherever truth, justice, and peace prevail. 
 



Prayer 
Loving God, as our evening together comes to a close, we pray that our lives 
may show forth the healing light of Christ.  Show us the creative power of 
hope.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you so that we may walk in 
the light of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
Hymn                           Of the Fathers Love Begotten       Red 111 
 

Commission and Blessing 
Leader: Take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection—for the  
      light of God’s love is discernible everywhere.   
People:  We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder, and set aside   
  time to offer quiet thanks. 
Leader:   The good news of Advent is this: Christ is coming. Christ is always   
  coming. 
People:   We will welcome Christ into our hearts.  We will let ourselves  
  be guided by his ministry.  We will go forth from this place in  
  hope.  
 

Hymn     Angels We Have Heard on High   Black 125 
 

 


