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Our faith is 2000 years old; our thinking isn’t. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Worship! 
We are grateful for your presence this morning. If you are new to Plymouth 
Congregational United Church of Christ, the following information may be helpful. 
 

§ We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and 
accepted regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 

§ We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history 
and prays ceaselessly that peace may prevail on Earth. 

§ We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

A Special Word to our Visitors 
§ Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of 

the service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-to-date 
on all the programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

§ Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our service. 
Childcare is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak 
with an usher if you need assistance to find our nursery. 

§ Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are 
available in the Narthex. To find out more about our Sunday school program, we 
may talk to our Faith Formation Director Cindy Bjerklie or visit our website. 

§ Our service can be heard in the parlor, library and nursery. 
§ Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. 

For assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our 
ushers. 

§ Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side 
of the church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical 
disability. The entrance to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post 
Office, off Highland Street. An elevator connects all three levels. 

§ Join us for Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall immediately after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the 
recycling baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. You may also 
download your bulletin from our website and follow the service on your own 
mobile device. 

Large print bulletins are also available. 

Transcripts of our Sunday Sermons and videos of the worship services are 
available on our website, www.uccplymouth.org. 

Our worship service is live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 
 



GATHERING 
Prelude      

The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, 
personal preparation for the worship of God. 

Welcome and Life of the Church                          

Centering Song         God is In This Holy Place                   J. Brahms 

*Call to Worship 
*Indicates congregation standing 
One: Creator of the white birch and Maker of the tall Elm tree, 
All: We gather in your Presence,  
 where our hearts are at home and at rest. 
One: Jesus of history and Christ of our faith, 
All: We gather in this sacred space, 
 where your love is at work in and through our lives. 
One: Spirit of forgiveness and Spirit of reconciliation, 
All: We gather in this community,  
 where we are inspired to worship God in spirit and truth. 
One: Trinity of beauty, Trinity of loving, Trinity of community, 
All: Early in the morning, we gather, to praise you! 

*Hymn         “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”    Red#251 

Prayer of the Day  
One: Friends, open your hearts to the mystery of God’s grace as we pray 

together, saying: 
All: God-with-us, remind us once again that you have put us in the 

world, at this time and in this moment, to do our best to inhabit 
our bodies beautifully. Help us to act what we believe. Give us 
courage to persist in choosing love, hope, and faith above all else. 
Meet us here in this sacred gathering where heaven and earth 
unite; so here, in this sacred place of peace and struggle, of prayer 
and songs, we may truly know your Presence, hear your Word, 
and sense your Holy Spirit. May our voices and hands, our feet and 
eyes, our minds and hearts honor you: God the Shaper, Christ the 
Questioner, Spirit the Adventurer. Amen. 



Silence for Personal Reflection  

God’s Promise of New Life  
One: Brothers and sisters, believe, proclaim, embody and live out the Good 

News! 
All: We believe that God rejoices in our human life, has faith in our 

human abilities and understands our human frailty. In Christ, God 
invites us to be more fully human in the way we love, live, and 
practice our religion. Thanks be to the Triune God!   

Prayer Response        “The Kingdom of God”*             (sing twice) 

 
*Sign of Peace 

One: May the peace of God surround you; may the peace of Christ be with you; 
may the peace of the Spirit sustain you.  

All: May we share the peace and make it real. 
One: Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

Children’s Message                       

HEARING THE WORD 
Scripture Lessons 
One: Listen for the Word of God  
 Epistle Lesson  Romans 8:14-25      
 Gospel lesson  John 3:1-17      



One: May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy word. 
All: Amen 

Sermon      “This is How the World will Be Saved”    

*Hymn               “Creator God, Creating Still”     Blk#278 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
Prayers of the People               
The Lord’s Prayer  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come;  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

Offertory 

Gift of Music          Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life        Harold W. Friedell 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above you heavenly host;  
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
All: For the immensity of the solar system, for the life-sustaining gift 

of the earth, for the beauty of nature, we give thanks. Teach us, O 
God, to be grateful for our planet, for humankind, and for the 
breath of life. Use our bodies and our resources as signs of your 
love in human history. As you sent Christ, send us into the world 
not to condemn, but to save. Amen.  



SENDING 

*Hymn            “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”   Blk#556 

*Benediction 

*Choral Benediction  

Postlude                      Go in Peace and Serve the Lord* 
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Prayer 

Jack & Vicky Meyers             Eilene Greenwood             The Jaeubowski Family 
 Lynn Anderson         Nancy Pirnie                 Ginny Arsenault 
          Pat Andrews      Bethany              Penny Colgan-Davis 

Ana Cristina França 
  

Bob Feeny & Sam Lovett, members-in-discernment in the Merrimack Association 
 

If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located in the 
 pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save these dates 
June 3rd – Celebration of Faith Formation Ministries at 9:30 AM 

June 10th – Music Sunday at 9:30 AM 
 
 

*Come, my way, my truth, my life: 
Such a way, as gives us breath; 
Such a truth, as ends all strife; 
Such a life as conquers death. 

Come, my light, my feast, my strength: 
Such a light as shows a feast; 
Such a feast as mends in lengths; 
Such a strength as makes his guest. 

Come, my joy, my love, my heart: 
Such a joy as none can move; 
Such a love as none can part; 
Such a heart as joys in love.  
           - George Herbert (1593-1633) 



 
Announcements 

Stewardship Drive 2018-19 – Our congregation’s response to our Stewardship goal has been 
amazing! Thank you to all who have made a financial commitment to support the mission and 
ministries of our church. If you have not pledged yet, consider prayerfully this opportunity to give. 
Your pledge is essential to keep our church strong in mission, in worship and in our faithful to call to 
be a Christian presence in the heart of Plymouth. 
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 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 
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