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Our faith is 2000 years old; our thinking isn’t. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Worship! 
We are grateful for your presence this morning. If you are new to Plymouth 
Congregational United Church of Christ, the following information may be helpful. 
 

§ We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and 
accepted regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 

§ We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history 
and prays ceaselessly that peace may prevail on Earth. 

§ We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

A Special Word to our Visitors 
§ Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of 

the service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-to-date 
on all the programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

§ Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our service. 
Childcare is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak 
with an usher if you need assistance to find our nursery. 

§ Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are 
available in the Narthex. To find out more about our Sunday school program, we 
may talk to our Faith Formation Director Cindy Bjerklie or visit our website. 

§ Our service can be heard in the parlor, library and nursery. 
§ Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. 

For assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our 
ushers. 

§ Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side 
of the church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical 
disability. The entrance to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post 
Office, off Highland Street. An elevator connects all three levels. 

§ Join us for Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall immediately after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the 
recycling baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. You may also 
download your bulletin from our website and follow the service on your own 
mobile device. 

Large print bulletins are also available. 

Transcripts of our Sunday Sermons and videos of the worship services are 
available on our website, www.uccplymouth.org. 

Our worship service is live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 
 



GATHERING 
 

Prelude      Arioso           Darwin Wolford 
The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, 

personal preparation for the worship of God. 
 

Welcome and Life of the Church   Rev. Paulo Gustavo França                     
  
Centering Song        Come Unto Him                                                  J. S. Bach 

    
*Call to Worship 
*Indicates congregation standing 
One: O give thanks to the Lord, make God’s deeds known among the peoples. 
All:  Sing to God, sing praises to God, tell of God’s wonderful works!  
One: Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
All: We will seek God’s peace, we will seek God’s presence continually! 
 
*Hymn    “Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped”      Blk#22 
    
Prayer of the Day  
One: We do not know how everything is going to turn out, we cannot know 

exactly what lies ahead. But, we trust that God is good, and that God cares 
for us. Let us put aside our anxiety to trust more fully in God’s love for us.  
Please, join me in prayer, saying: 

All: God of Majesty and Grace—Creator of mountains, rivers, lakes, 
and sea, show forth among us your peace. Despite our best 
intentions, we struggle to trust in your grace. We give in to our 
anxiety. When darkness encircles us, too often we respond out of 
fear, acting selfishly or cruelly, if we act at all.  We rely upon our 
own wisdom, as if we bear the weight of the world on our 
shoulders, as if we alone can bring peace. Forgive us, O God, for 
our failure to trust you fully. Kindle your love in our hearts, that 
we may know that despite the ambiguity of our lives, despite our 
all-too-human shortcomings, we are not alone. 

 
 
 



God’s Promise of New Life  
One: Christ has walked among us, shared in our ambiguity, and reconciled us to 

the God who longs to redeem us. 
All: God is with us! Thanks be to God! 

Silence for Personal Reflection  

*Sign of Peace 

One: Brothers and Sisters, it is in the Spirit of the ancient and enduring faith that 
I offer you this greeting—the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.                     

HEARING THE WORD 
 
Scripture Lessons 
One: Listen for the Word of God  
 Hebrew Lesson Genesis 22:1-14      
 Epistle Lesson  Romans 8:26-39    
One: May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy word. 
All: Amen. 

Sermon      “What Really Happened On Mt. Moriah?”   Bob Feeny  

*Hymn        “Called as Partners in God’s Service”     Blk#495 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
Prayers of the People               
The Lord’s Prayer  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 



Offertory 
 
Gift of Music   Where Can I Turn for Peace?                             Joleen Meredith 

 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above you heavenly host;  
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
All: God, grant us the humility to admit when we are wrong. Grant us 

the patience to press on towards your light, even when darkness 
seems to have the upper hand. And most importantly, God, grant 
us the courage to seek justice even though we know that our 
world will never be perfect. 

  

SENDING 
 
*Hymn                      “Lord, Make Me More Holy”      Blk#75 
   
*Benediction  
 
Postlude                 Sing to His Name                                         Gilbert Martin 
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 
 

Keeping in Prayer 
          Eric Evelo                            Eric Smith                              Ann C.  

                 Shawna Cote                       Stephanie DiMasi                     Steve Page 
              Tim Rosewarne                Eileen Greenwood                     Andy Taylor 
                 Eddie Tseng                            Lynn Anderson                 Jonathon Gellert 
 

Andy and Lindley, our Global Ministries mission workers in Sri Lanka. 

Prayers for Gale Adams who is volunteering with refugees in Greece during the summer. 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located in the 
 pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Staff News 
Rev. Paulo will be attending a continuing education program at the Château de Bossey in Switzerland 
from July 31st through August 11th. From August 13th through the 18th, Rev. Paulo will be on 
vacation. Rev. Bob Curry will be available for pastoral calls and emergencies during this time. His cell 
phone number is (603)686-0226. 

 
Official Call to the 216th Annual Meeting of the NH Conference United Church of Christ  
"In Search of Sanctuary: Won't You Be My Neighbor?" 
 
Dear Members of the New Hampshire Conference Family,  
The members of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee invite you to come together for the Annual 
Meeting of the New Hampshire Conference, United Church of Christ. Here is what you need to know: 
What: Annual Meeting NHCUCC 
When: October 21, 2017 
Where: Grappone Conference Center, 70 Constitution Ave, Concord, NH 03301 
Theme: The theme of the meeting this year is rooted in the Parable of the Good Samaritan  
      (Luke 10:25-37). 

Celebrate the Ministry of Our Conference Minister The Rev. Mr. Gary M. Schulte 
August 27 at 3 PM 

Brookside Congregational Church, UCC 
2013 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 

Let us gather for worship together and a farewell reception honoring our Conference Minister the 
Rev. Gary M. Schulte as he leaves to become the Pastor and Teacher of St. Peter's United Church of 
Christ in Washington, Missouri. Worship will begin at 3 PM with Gary preaching and music provided 
by the Jazz Sanctuary Group of First Congregational Church, UCC, Concord, led by the Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Wildman and vocalist the Rev. Emilia Halstead. During worship, the Vows of Release will be 
said and an offering will be received for the Frank L. Irvine Fund for Justice and Nonviolence, per 
Gary's request. Following worship, a catered farewell reception will be held.  
 
Church Family Ministries 
We're thinking about a church family picnic this year at Wellington Beach if 
there's enough interest.  Thank you to those of you who have already responded.  If you've got some 
room in your busy summer schedule, please let me know that you're interested.  The date has yet to 
be determined, but it will likely be in early August.  There may be a small charge for day use of the 
beach, but little ones and those over 65 are free. For more information, please contact Cindy Bjerklie 
at 603-786-2892. 

Save these dates 
 

August 26- Church Tag Sale  
August 27- Council Retreat 

 



***   We still have a couple of Fisher Cats tickets left for the game on 8/19. If you would like to 
join us, please contact Cindy Bjerklie at 763-2892 or by email. Hope to see you at the 
ballpark!***  
 
From The Art committee 
We will have another quilt show in the sanctuary from September 1 through October 15.  Please 
share your quilts with us!  They need to be able to be hung with our hanging system so they need to 
come to us with that ability.  Also bring new ones that we have not seen before.  large bedside can 
hang over the balcony but we mostly have smaller spaces for hanging.  September 1 is a Friday so 
bring your quilts in that last week of August so we can hang them that week. 
Thank you the Art committee. Susan Wei 968-7516 
 
From	the	Hospitality	Committee	  
For Coffee Hour this Sunday, we are celebrating “Fifth Sunday” by gathering on the lawn instead of 
Fellowship Hall.  We are looking for folks who are available to help the Kitchen Crew with moving the 
Coffee Hour set-up to the Narthex before Church and clean-up at the conclusion.  Also, this would be 
a great opportunity to bring snacks or other goodies to share. 
  
We still have need for a supply of snacks for August 6, August 20, and August 27 and Kitchen Crew 
helpers on those dates.  Please see Chris Pollock or call Chris at 603-744-6710 or see Georgene if you 
have any questions.  Thank you. 
 
 
July/August Flower Schedule  
July 30 - Virginia Stayton 
August 6- Sylvia Shaw 
 
Tag Sale 
Saturday, August 26th from 9 AM to 2 PM 
 

Ø Each table (3’x8’) costs $20 (max of two tables/person) 
Ø Write your check to “Plymouth Congregational UCC” and put in the memo line “Tag 

Sale” by August 18th 
Ø Price all items and sell your own stuff 
Ø This is a fundraiser and we ask that you make a donation of your proceeds to support 

the mission and ministries of the church 
Ø Tag Sale will happen outside, weather permitting; otherwise we will set up the tables 

in the Fellowship Hall 
Ø Cash only at the sale 
Ø You will be responsible for removal of unsold items 

 
Contact either Carole Curry or Donna Castor for more information.  

 
Wish List 
We are upgrading our server in the church office to make it run more efficiently. All our data is stored 
on our server and is also important to make it more secure. The cost to do the upgrade is $3,000. If 
you would like to make a donation to help us with the cost please send your check to the church 
office and write 'server upgrade' in the memo line. Thank you for supporting our church.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Reverend Paulo G. França, Minister      pastor@uccplymouth.org 
 Shannon Wharton, Church Office Administrator   office@uccplymouth.org 
 Cindy Bjerklie, Director of Christian Education   faithformation@uccplymouth.org 
 Claire McIver, Director of Music   musicdirector@uccplymouth.org 
 Laura Belanger, Organist   organist@uccplymouth.org 
 Larry Spencer, Church Treasurer  treasurer@uccplymouth.org  
 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 

 
Bob Feeny, Guest Preacher 

Bill Heron, liturgist 
Carol Stewart, soloist 

 
 
 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
4 Post Office Square, PO Box 86 

Plymouth, NH 03264 
(603)536-2626woffice@uccplymouth.orgwwww.uccplymouth.org 

Give online 

 


