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Welcome to Worship! 
We are grateful for your presence this morning. If you are new to Plymouth 

Congregational United Church of Christ, the following information may be helpful. 
 

 We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and 
accepted regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 

 We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history 

and prays ceaselessly that peace may prevail on Earth. 
 We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. 
A Special Word to our Visitors 

 Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of 
the worship service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-
to-date on all the programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

 Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our worship service. 
Childcare is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak 

with an usher if you need assistance to find our nursery. 
 Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are 

available in the Narthex. To find out more about our Sunday school program, you 

may talk to our Faith Formation Director Cindy Bjerklie or visit our website. 
 Our worship service can be heard in the parlor, chapel, and nursery. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. 
For assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our 
ushers. 

 Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side 
of the church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical 

disability. The entrance to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post 
Office, off Highland Street. An elevator connects all three levels. 

 Join us for Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall downstairs immediately after the 

worship service. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the 

recycling baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. You may also 
download your bulletin from our website and follow the service on your own 

mobile device. 

Large print bulletins are also available. 

Transcripts of our Sunday bulletins and videos of the worship services are 

available on our website, www.uccplymouth.org. 

Our worship service is live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 
 

http://www.uccplymouth.org/


GATHERING 
 

Prelude                   Cantabile   
The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God. 

 

Welcome and Life of the Church                       
 

Centering Song  Come and Find the Quiet Center             Traditional 
 

Call to Worship 
One: Like the soft whisper of a little child singing to herself before anyone else 
 in the house is awake, 
All:  ever so gently, God's voice cradles us with songs of wonder and 
 awe. 
One: With the persistence of teenagers and young adults, heady with the   
 newfound freedom of questioning everything, 
All:  God's voice rumbles like a river through our lives, sweeping away 
 all the boundaries between us. 
One: Like the grandpa who passes on the secret to his bread, like the nana who 
 teaches her grandkids how to drive, 
All:  God's voice is always reminding us that we are precious,            
        esteemed, beloved. 
 

*Hymn                    “God Reigns o’er All the Earth”        Blk#21 
*Indicates congregation standing 
 

Prayer of the Day  
One: Each day we receive fragments of holiness, glimpses of eternity, brief 
 moments of insight. Let us gather them up for the precious gifts that they 
 are and, renewed by their grace, move boldly into God’s future as we join 
 our voices in praying together, saying: 
All: Gracious God, you keep calling us into life anew so that we can 
 live faithfully instead of fearfully. When we encounter the waters 
 of chaos and confusion, take us by the hand so that we can easily 
 pass through them, no matter how deep or turbulent, with our 
 eyes fixed on the other side. Help us to see the way before us and 
 give us ears to hear your voice calling us by name as your beloved 
 children. Amen.   
 



 
 
Silence for Personal Reflection 
 

God’s Promise of New Life  
One: Thus says the God who created you and formed us in God’s image: “Do not 
 fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”    
 This is the good news! 
All: May God grant us love for others, peace in disagreement, kindness 
 toward all people, and gentleness in the face of opposition.  
 

Response                 “How Firm a Foundation”        (vs.2) Blk#472 
“Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

for I am your God, I will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand 

upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand.” 
 

*Sign of Peace 

One: Darkness is gone. New Hope has arisen for each of us. 
All: Come, Spirit of God, and rest upon us. Enable us to be people of 
 hope and peace. 
One: Let us greet one another with signs of peace. 
 

Children’s Message                     
 

HEARING THE WORD 

 

Scripture Lessons 

One: Listen for the Word of God       
Hebrew Lesson    Isaiah 43:1-7      OT p.623 
Gospel Lesson           Luke 3:15-17, 21-22            NT p.891 

One: May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy word. 
All: Amen 
 

Sermon                  “After the Water Dries”     
 

*Hymn              “O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word”             Blk#168 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come;  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory 
 

Gift of Music                       Largo          adagio movement by G.F. Handel 
 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above you heavenly host;  

 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 

All:  We offer our gifts in recognition that we are baptized people, 
 transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. So, we will hold 
 nothing back but will share our lives, our hearts, our energies, as 
 well as our efforts, in ministry to the world around us. This we 
 pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

*Hymn      “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”      Blk#556                       
 

 



*Benediction 
 

Pastor: Baptized, we will go to share God's love with others. 
People:   We will welcome those the world rejects as our sisters and  
         brothers. 
Pastor:     Baptized, we will become the grace of our Lord Jesus. 
People:   We will share the waters of life with everyone we meet. 
Pastor:  Baptized, we will become the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   We will be a community of justice, not judgment; we will be a  
         household of hope, welcoming all of God’s beloved. 
 

Postlude                                        Sonata                     Telemann 
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 
 

Keeping in Prayer 

                       Bethany                Jesse Armstrong             Sheri Stanley                      
                     Bill Borden                   Dick Brace                  Rob Coonan                       
                 Barbara LaShier                Annie Rice           

                   Fred Paulsen               Lynn Anderson            Eileen Greenwood              
                     Jeff Caron                 Marilyn Wixson               Ann Thurston                      

                       Belinda                     Robert Heal         Tom Clark and Michelle Clark    
  Ralph Reynolds       Bob Sargeant and Family             Dan Lewis 

 

If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located  
in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Announcements 

Sunday Niters – Tonight at 5:00 PM, plan to be at Georgene Fabian's at 412 Rte. 3 
in Holderness. Her home is two miles beyond the village on the left heading towards 
Meredith between the stone pillars. The usual is potluck and ideas will be taken up by 
our new legislature. Keep an eye on the weather. 

 

Hospitality Committee – Be sure to join us today following the service in the 
Fellowship Hall for refreshments and a time for visiting and perhaps comparing local 

snowfall totals. We will be serving a selection of beverages, snacks and cookies. You 
may sign up on the Will-U-Tree poster on the table by the door to bring snacks or on 
the bulletin board near the kitchen pass-through window to help in the kitchen. The 

months from January through March now have open times. You may contact Chris 
Pollock at 603-674-8590 or e-mail at rpollock@metrocast.net to sign up or if you have 

any questions. Thank you from the Hospitality Committee! 
 

Faith Formation - Please join us today at 9:30 AM for Sunday School and Kids with 
a Mission. We will be learning about God's special love for us, having a snack, singing 
songs and making some craft projects. 
 

Kids with a Mission (grade 4 and above) are considering their new service projects for 
the coming year. We welcome all kids to join in! 
 

We are always seeking adult volunteers to work with our wonderful children.  If you 
are interested in working with the PCUCC children's programs, please contact Cindy 

Bjerklie at faithformation@uccplymouth.org. 
 

Feeding Our Children Together - Some folks have asked what foods do we need 
for our weekend feeding program for children in HeadStart and Plymouth Elementary 
School which we provide for about fifty children each week. The following is a list of 

these items needed: cans of meat and pasta, small boxes of raisins, granola bars, 
small cans of fruit, cups of applesauce, small boxes of cereal or oatmeal and packages 

of Ramen soup. Thank you on behalf of the children, Susan Wei. 
 

New Members - So you're thinking about joining the church? Well, it's your lucky 
day, because PCUCC is preparing to welcome New Members! If you've been thinking 
about it and are ready to explore membership, please talk with Pastor Mike. We'd love 

to have you as part of our Church Family. 
 

 

Save these dates 

Tonight – Sunday Niters at 5:00 PM 
January 25th – Coffee House at 6:30 PM 

 

mailto:rpollock@metrocast.net
mailto:faithformation@uccplymouth.org


PCUCC Coffee House -  On Friday, January 25th,  at 6:30 PM Carol Sanborn will 
share with us the needs of the children who reside at the Spaulding Youth 

Center and how we might assist in meeting some of their needs. These vulnerable 
children have experienced trauma in their lives through abuse or neglect. Bring a 

finger food snack to share if you can. Bring a friend!  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
      The Rev. Dr. Michael Carrier, Bridge Pastor     pastor@uccplymouth.org 
 Deborah Healey, Church Office Administrator   office@uccplymouth.org 
 Cindy Bjerklie, Director of Faith Formation   faithformation@uccplymouth.org 

 David Williams, Director of Music   musicdirector@uccplymouth.org 
 Erin Tellier, Accompanist  organist@uccplymouth.org 
 Larry Spencer, Church Treasurer  treasurer@uccplymouth.org  

 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 
 

Bill Torrey, liturgist 

Peggy Martin, special music 
 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

4 Post Office Square, PO Box 86 
Plymouth, NH 03264 

(603)536-2626office@uccplymouth.orgwww.uccplymouth.org 
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