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Welcome to Worship! 
We are grateful for your presence this morning. If you are new to Plymouth 

Congregational United Church of Christ, the following information may be helpful. 
 

 We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and 
accepted regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 

 We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history 

and prays ceaselessly that peace may prevail on Earth. 
 We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. 
A Special Word to our Visitors 

 Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of 
the worship service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-
to-date on all the programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

 Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our worship service. 
Childcare is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak 

with an usher if you need assistance to find our nursery. 
 Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are 

available in the Narthex. To find out more about our Sunday school program, you 

may talk to our Faith Formation Director Cindy Bjerklie or visit our website. 
 Our worship service can be heard in the parlor, chapel, and nursery. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. 
For assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our 
ushers. 

 Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side 
of the church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical 

disability. The entrance to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post 
Office, off Highland Street. An elevator connects all three levels. 

 Join us for Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall downstairs immediately after the 

worship service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the 
recycling baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. You may also 

download your bulletin from our website and follow the service on your own 
mobile device. 

Large print bulletins are also available. 

Transcripts of our Sunday bulletins and videos of the worship services are 
available on our website, www.uccplymouth.org. 

Our worship service is live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 

 

http://www.uccplymouth.org/


 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude      
The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God. 

 

Welcome and Life of the Church                        
 

Call to Worship 

One: Snow-capped mountains and sand castles on beaches, 
All:  comets flashing across the night, meteors crashing into moons, 
One: Dolphins playing tag in the ocean and trout resting on river bottoms, 
All:  storks nesting on chimney tops, and doves cooing in the mornings, 
One: Children making angels in the snow, teenagers knotting in hallways, 
All:  grandparents watching favorite movies, nervous singles on a first 
 date, 
One: All creation joins in one song: 
All:  Praise the Lord! 
 

*Hymn                 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”           Blk#126 
*Indicates congregation standing 
 

Prayer of the Day  
One: Before we put away the ornaments and put the tree out by the curb, before 
 we toss the cards and wrapping paper into the recycling bin, before we 
 store the movies and music back in the closet, in this holy season let us 
 offer our prayers to our God, saying, 
All: Enlightening God, your handmaid, Mary, gave birth to light in the 
 child who was her jubilant “yes” to you. Your servant, Joseph, 
 nurtured light in the child he welcomed as his son. Your prophets, 
 Elizabeth and John, proclaimed light in their recognition of the 
 child and man who would live faithfully and obediently to your 
 call. Grant us the courage to give birth to deeds of light, to 
 nurture light in others, and to proclaim the light of truth in all that 
 we do as Jesus’ faithful, obedient disciples. Amen. 
 

Silence for Personal Reflection 
  

 
 
 



 
God’s Promise of New Life 
One: In these moments, let God’s peace dwell in your hearts.  For God gives us 
 hope, gives us peace, and gives us new life in the forgiveness of God’s 
 grace. 
All:  We will be thankful, for in receiving God’s reconciling love, we are 
 enabled to live as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Response              “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”         (vs.3) Blk#131 
And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow, 

Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; 
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

 

*Sign of Peace 
 

One: The angels’ song of “Peace on Earth” continues to echo across the landscape. 

All:   God wills that all creation live in harmony. 

One: Let us greet one another with signs of peace. 
 

Children’s Message                      

HEARING THE WORD 
 

Scripture Lessons 
One: Listen for the Word of God       
 Hebrew Lesson   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26            OT p.235 

Gospel Lesson          Luke 2: 41-52        NT p.890 
One: May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy word. 
All: Amen 
 

Message                                “Searching” 
 

*Hymn                         “Once in Royal David’s City”                  Blk#145 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
A Litany for the Past Year 
First Candle is Lit 
v1: We light this candle remembering all the children who were baptized this 
 year in this congregation and in churches everywhere. 
All:  This light beams so that all children may be able to grow up 
 receiving affection and protection. 

Silence 



Second Candle is Lit 
v2: We light this second candle bearing in mind all those married couples: who 
 have celebrated wedding anniversaries this year, those who are newlywed, 
 and especially those who have celebrated silver and golden jubilees. 
All: This light beams for their mutual happiness, and for their strength 
 to uphold each other even in difficult situations. 

Silence 
Third Candle is Lit 
v3; We light this third candle remembering all those who have experienced 
 grief and loss this year: the death of a loved one, the ending of a 
 significant relationship, the loss of employment. 
All: This light beams for their continuing comfort and support. 

Silence 
Fourth Candle is Lit 
v4: We light this fourth candle commemorating all the people, near and far, 
 who had to live under wars and have suffered violence and anxiety this 
 year. 
All: This light beams that we and they may have a real and lasting 
 peace. 

Silence 
Fifth Candle is Lit 
v5:   We light this fifth candle remembering all those who have visited our 
 congregations for a first time and decided to call that congregation 'home' 
 this year. 
All: This light beams in order that we continue to explore and enjoy 
 everything we have received, as a gift. 

Silence 
Sixth Candle is Lit 
v6: We light this sixth candle mindful of the people who have often put their 
 lives at risk to maintain our freedoms, reconciliation and peace this year. 
All:  This light beams as a symbol of hope even in the midst of 
 experiences of powerlessness and suffering. 

Silence 
Seventh Candle is Lit 
v7: We light this seventh candle having each and every one of us in mind, 
 bearing each other in our strengths and weaknesses, anxieties and hopes. 
All: This light beams on the pathways we have welcomed and where 
 we didn't want to go. It will continue to shine for each and every 
 one of us on the new pathways we will tread. 

Silence 



 

The Lord’s Prayer  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come;  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory 
 

Gift of Music 
 

*Response                  “As with Gladness Those of Old”       (vs.3) Blk#159 
As they offered gifts most rare at the manger plain and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you from whom they spring. 

 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
All:  You bless us with an abundance of gifts, God of this holy season, 
 not as a reward for doing good, but as a means to reach out with 
 healing to the broken, to clothe those who shiver in winter, and to 
 bless others with the hope which has been ours. As we offer our 
 gifts to you, we do so in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 SENDING 
 

*Hymn                    “Angels We Have Heard on High”           Blk#125                        
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude          
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Keeping in Prayer 

                       Bethany                Jesse Armstrong              Sheri Stanley                      
                     Bill Borden                   Dick Brace                  Rob Coonan                       

                 Barbara LaShier                Annie Rice          Susan & Adam Messinger                 
                   Fred Paulsen               Lynn Anderson            Eileen Greenwood              
                     Jeff Caron                 Marilyn Wixson               Ann Thurston                      

                  Steven French                  Belinda                      Robert Heal      

        Tom Clark and Michelle Clark    Ralph Reynolds 
 

If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located  
in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 

 
 

Announcements 

Hospitality Committee – The Coffee Hour will not be set up today, December 30th, 
so that the kitchen crew has a break between the festivities of Christmas and New 

Year’s Day. We will resume Coffee Hour for all on January 6, 2019.  Be sure to come 
down to Fellowship Hall after the service to start off 2019 with a time of greeting 
newcomers and gathering with friends.  Make a New Year’s resolution to join in Coffee 

Hour on a regular basis. 
 

You may sign up on the Will-U-Tree poster on the table by the door to bring snacks or 

sign up on the bulletin board near the Kitchen pass-through window to help in the 
kitchen.  The months from January through March now have spaces to reserve a 

convenient. If you have questions, please contact Chris Pollock at 603-674-8590 or  
e-mail at rpollock@metrocast.net. 
 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, January 10th, between 9:00 and 11:30 AM. We will 
have our Winter Clean-the-Kitchen Day! Join us for all or part of the time to scrub and 

polish all the nooks and crannies from top to bottom. Let’s give the kitchen a fresh 
look for 2019!! Thank you from the Hospitality Committee 
 

Faith Formation - Please join us today for Sunday School and Kids with a Mission 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. We'll be thinking about the New Year and new beginnings, 
having a snack, making a fun craft and visiting with our friends. 
 

Watch the PCUCC newsletter for information about upcoming activities including 
service projects for Kids with a Mission and the Pajama Party Movie Night and Pizza 

Party for all kids! 
 

If you have any questions about our children's programs, please contact Cindy Bjerklie 
at faithformation@uccplymouth.org or Deb Boyer at boyer9646@roadrunner.com. 
 

 

Save These Dates 

January 10th – Winter Kitchen Cleaning 

 

 

mailto:rpollock@metrocast.net
mailto:faithformation@uccplymouth.org
mailto:boyer9646@roadrunner.com


Building and Grounds - There has been a lot of excitement the past few weeks in 
this committee. Luckily, the water leak on the third floor from frozen pipes in the attic 

was speedily taken care of by our amazing Fire Department and the company that 
installed the system. We are still waiting for answers to questions about how it 

happened and what we can do to prevent it recurring. After speaking with the Fire 
Chief, we will buy a box to be attached to the outside of the building which will hold 
the key to enter the church.   
 

We also received great news from the NH Electric Co-op! We have been looking at 

replacing the lighting throughout the building with LED efficient lights. The Co-op has 
agreed to pay half of the cost of the installation! The church has funds available to 
take advantage of this offer and the electrician will begin as soon as the Council 

approves. 
 

For six years the fire exit and extinguisher inspector has requested we replace our very 

outdated system which is costing us a lot of money in replacing batteries and light 
bulbs. All exit signs will be changed to LED lights, and we should see a much more 

efficient system. Again, we wait on approval from the Council for this project to begin. 
 

Thank you to Tink Taylor for sweeping the lovely snow away on Christmas Eve. Happy 

New Year to everyone! Butch and Donna Castor 
 

Office News – The church office will be closed Monday, December 31st, and Tuesday, 

January 1st. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
      The Rev. Dr. Michael Carrier, Bridge Pastor     pastor@uccplymouth.org 
 Deborah Healey, Church Office Administrator   office@uccplymouth.org 

 Cindy Bjerklie, Director of Faith Formation   faithformation@uccplymouth.org 
 David Williams, Director of Music   musicdirector@uccplymouth.org 
 Erin Tellier, Accompanist  organist@uccplymouth.org 

 Larry Spencer, Church Treasurer  treasurer@uccplymouth.org  
 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 

 

Donna Castor, liturgist 
 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
4 Post Office Square, PO Box 86 

Plymouth, NH 03264 
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