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Welcome to Worship! 
We are grateful for your presence this morning. If you are new to Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ, the following information may be helpful. 
 

 We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and accepted 
regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 

 We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history and prays 
ceaselessly that peace may prevail on Earth. 

 We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
A Special Word to our Visitors 

 Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of the worship 
service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-to-date on all the 
programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

 Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our worship service. Childcare 
is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak with an usher if you 
need assistance to find our nursery. 

 Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are available in 
the Narthex. To find out more about our Sunday school program, you may talk to our Faith 
Formation Director Cindy Bjerklie or visit our website. 

 Our worship service can be heard in the parlor, chapel and nursery. 
 Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. For 

assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our ushers. 
 Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side of the 

church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical disability. The entrance 
to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post Office, off Highland Street. An 
elevator connects all three levels. 

 Join us for Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall downstairs immediately after the worship 
service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the recycling 
baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. You may also download your bulletin 
from our website and follow the service on your own mobile device. 

Large print bulletins are also available. 

Sunday Bulletins and videos of the worship services are available on our website, 
www.uccplymouth.org. 

Our worship service is live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 

  
 

http://www.uccplymouth.org/


GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God. 

  

Welcome & Life of the Church 

 

Centering Music            

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope              Jenny and Justin Thibeault  

              August and Marigold 
One:   The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
All:   O send out your light and truth; let them lead me. 
One:   Why are you cast down, and why are you anxious? 
All:    I will hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my   
   God. 
 
   

*Hymn                 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”          (vs. 1-3) Red#110     
  

*Indicates congregation standing 

 

Prayer of the Day  
One: Friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation - preparing to 
 welcome Emmanuel to our midst.  Part of that preparation is the honest 
 practice of opening ourselves to God’s love and compassion.   Therefore, let 
 us pray together, saying:  
All:  To you, O Lord, do we lift up our souls; our weary, weathered 
 souls.  This year has seen such violence and such division. We 
 wonder if justice and righteousness still have a home. But then 
 comes the season of Advent and, with it, the promise that you will 
 make your home in our arms. And where you are, there will be 
 justice and righteousness. May we welcome you with open arms 
 and open hearts. Amen. 
 
 

Silence for Personal Reflection 
 

God’s Promise of New Life  
 

One: Raise your heads, children of God! In the bleak mid-winter of our lives, our 
 redemption draws near. In the springtime of our doubts, the kingdom of 
 God approaches. 



All:  Even when we feel most alone, the One who comes to us is the 
 salvation promised so long ago. Thanks be to God, for gifts of 
 mercy and grace! Amen. 
 
 

Response                   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       (vs. 4) Red#110 
  

*Sign of Peace 
One:  Here among God’s people we learn the ways of peace. 
All:    May we not be just eager learners, but also enthusiastic     
  practitioners of the ways of peace. 
One:  Let us greet one another with signs of peace. 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
Scripture Lessons  
One: Listen for the Word of God       
 Hebrew Lesson               Jeremiah 33:14-16           OT p.683 
 Epistle Lesson       1 Thessalonians 3:9-13                        NT p.1030     
One:  May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy word. 
All:  Amen 
 

Sermon                           “Feeling Out of Kilter” 
                                               Luke 21:25-36                         NT p.915 
                        

*Hymn                    “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”           Blk#345  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

Offertory                                           
 

Gift of Music         
 

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above you heavenly host;  

 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
All: Because of you, Abundant God, we have blessings to offer to 
 others. May you use our gifts to restore hope to the despairing, to 
 feed the hungry, and to fill the empty hearts of the lonely. This we 
 ask in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 



 
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation to the Table 
One: The invitation is simple: come and eat of the feast. Not a meal to nourish 
 the body, but to feed the soul. 
All:  With hope and expectation, we draw near to the Table which God 
 has set with the fruits of righteousness and promise of life. May 
 God now send the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon these gifts and 
 upon us as we receive them, empowering us to make Christ’s 
 presence known among us, and in all the world. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

One: May the coming God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts, people of God, your redemption draws near. 
All:   We will offer them to the One who leads us down paths of 
 faithfulness. 
One: Join together in singing thanksgiving to God, our righteousness. 
All: We praise the One for whom we wait, this day and every day. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
(You are invited to say your prayer aloud or in the silence of your heart) 

 

Breaking of the Bread and the Pouring of the Cup 
 

Sharing of the Bread & the Cup 
 

Prayer of Gratitude after Communion 
 

All: O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful in these      
 days of expectant waiting. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear 
 the sights and sounds of your loving, compassionate presence 
 among us. Inspire us to acts of kindness and generosity that 
 reflect the heart of your Son, Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 



us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

SENDING 

*Hymn           “Unite and Join Your Cheerful Songs”        Blk#617 
 
*Benediction 
One: Take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection— 
 For the light of God’s love is discernible everywhere.   
All:   We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder, 
 And set aside time to offer quiet thanks. 
One: The good news of Advent is this: 
 Christ is coming. Christ is always coming. 
All:   We will welcome Christ into our hearts. 
 We will let ourselves be guided by his ministry. 
 We will go forth from this place in hope. 
 
 

*Choral Benediction    
 

Postlude               
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 
Keeping in Prayer 

                       Bethany                   Paulo & Erik                Jesse Armstrong                              
                   Sheri Stanley                 Bill Borden                  Malcolm Eaton                            
                    Dick Brace                  Rob Coonan                 Colin Robinson                            
         Barbara LaShier                Annie Rice          Susan & Adam Messinger            
                  Fred Paulsen               Lynn Anderson             Eileen Greenwood 
     Jeff Caron                 Marilyn Wixson                                         

 

Ann Thurston and Matthew Cheney,  
sympathy on the death of their beloved Betsy Cheney 

 

Tom Clark and Michelle Clark, parents; Harrison and Lucas, brothers; and 
Jack and Renae Clark, grandparents, sympathy on the death their beloved daughter. 

 

Bob Feeny & Sam Lovett, members-in-discernment in the Merrimack Association 
 

If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located  
in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
Hospitality Committee – Let’s begin our Advent activities by sharing Christmas 
cookies and other holiday snacks with our friends at Coffee Hour. Be sure to join us in 
the Fellowship Hall following Service on Sunday, December 2nd. The next Kitchen 
clean-up day is Thursday, January 10th from 9:00 am to 11:30 am. We will be 
cleaning cabinets and drawers plus the wood table and trays. Please help if you can 
even for part of the time. You may contact Chris Pollock at 603-674-8590 or e-mail 
at rpollock@metrocast.net to sign up or if you have any questions. Thank you from the 
Hospitality Committee! 
 

Plymouth Area Community Closet Holiday Basket Project – Volunteers are 
needed for packing and delivering boxes and/or baking Christmas goodies for local 
families. The Holiday Basket Project has been providing baskets for families in need of 
a holiday meal. Your help would be greatly appreciated! The packing day is Friday, 
December 7th between 3:00-7:00 PM and the delivery day is Saturday, December 
8th beginning at 8:00 AM. We will meet at the Elk’s Lodge on Route 175 in Holderness. 
 

Food for Finals - CALLING ALL BAKERS! It’s time when some of the Plymouth State 
campus ministries deliver comfort food in the form of homemade goodies-free of nut 
products, please-to all dorms the first night of Finals Week. Parishioners interested in 
providing batches of cookies or squares should contact (provide the name and contact 
info of a coordinator for your church) with their name, phone number, item bake and 
the amount. Baked goods should be dropped off at the Reflection & Spiritual Care 
Center between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM on Saturday, December 8th. The Center is 
located on Highland Street, across from Lamson Library which is the next building up 
from Citizens Bank. 
 

PEMI Choral Society – The society will be presenting their winter concert on 
Sunday, December 9th at 3:00 PM in Hanaway Theater at Plymouth State University. 
The program features John Rutter's "When Icicles Hang" and other seasonal offerings. 
Admission is $10.00.  Four of our choir members are members of this group. 
 

 
 

Save these dates 

December 3rd – Book Group Meeting 
December 7th & 8th - Community Closet Holiday Basket Project 

December 8th – Food for Finals at PSU 
December 9th – Christmas Caroling After Service 

December 9th – PEMI Choral Society, Hanaway Theatre at PSU 
December 16th – Christmas Pageant During Service 

January 10th – Winter Kitchen Clean-up 
 

 

mailto:rpollock@metrocast.net


 
Faith Formation – Please join us today for Sunday School when we'll begin a 
discussion about Advent and Jesus' birth! We're getting ready for some fun advent 
activities including Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 9th and our Christmas 
Pageant on Sunday, December 16th. Also, Kids with a Mission are baking cookies for 
the annual "Cookie Walk" at Bridge House! Join the fun at PCUCC! If you have any 
questions about children's programming, our schedule or upcoming events, please 
contact Cindy Bjerklie or Deb Boyer at faithformation@uccplymouth.org. 
 

Building & Grounds – Thank you to Dale for putting in dimmer switches for the 
chapel lights, replacing lightbulbs and resetting the outside light timers. We are trying 
to improve the live recording of the service on Facebook by installing a WiFi extender. 
The piano was moved by a group using the sanctuary and the humidifier was 
detached. A technician has checked it and will return to fix it. We are looking for 
volunteers to help clear snow at all entrances to the church. There is a calendar on the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall that you can sign-up on. The shovel and broom 
will be readily available. Thank you from Butch and Donna Castor! 
 

Christmas Cards - We are making a board for you to add a Christmas card to for the 
church family. Bring one nice card, sign it and we will post it on the board. This will 
save you money, postage and time! Thanks everyone from Carole Curry! 
 

Mission Committee – During the month of December, there will be two special 
collections. The collection for Veterans of the Cross is Sunday, December 23rd with  
special envelopes being available. The Habitat for Humanity collection is Christmas 
Eve, Monday, December 24th.  Shannon from the International Institute of New 
England in Manchester extended a thank you for all the donations made to the clothing 
drive. Our donations went to help six families from Congo. 
 
 
 
 
      The Rev. Dr. Michael Carrier, Bridge Pastor     pastor@uccplymouth.org 
 Deborah Healey, Church Office Administrator   office@uccplymouth.org 
 Cindy Bjerklie, Director of Faith Formation   faithformation@uccplymouth.org 
 David Williams, Director of Music   musicdirector@uccplymouth.org 
 Erin Tellier, Accompanist  organist@uccplymouth.org 
 Larry Spencer, Church Treasurer  treasurer@uccplymouth.org  
 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 

 

Bob Curry, liturgist 
 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
4 Post Office Square, PO Box 86 

Plymouth, NH 03264 

(603)536-2626office@uccplymouth.orgwww.uccplymouth.org 
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