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Welcome to Worship! 
§ We are an Open & Affirming congregation where all people are valued and 

accepted regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 
§ We are a Just Peace church that affirms that peace is possible in human history 

and prays ceaselessly that peace may prevail. 
§ We celebrate our Christian heritage and seek to follow the teachings of Jesus 

Christ.  
 

A Special Word to our Visitors 
§ Please fill out the fellowship pads the ushers will hand out at the beginning of 

the service. We would love to get to know you better and keep you up-to-date 
on all the programs, events and activities offered throughout the year. 

§ Families with infants and children are especially welcome to our service. 
Childcare is available during the worship service in the nursery. Please speak 
with an usher if you need assistance to find our nursery.  

§ Children’s bulletins, activity bags (to be returned after worship) and toys are 
available in the Narthex. All children are invited to participate in Sunday School 
after the Children’s Message.   

§ Our service can be heard in the parlor, library and nursery. 
§ Our sanctuary is equipped with the Telecoil Loop System for the hard of hearing. 

For assistance on how to connect to the Telecoil, please speak to one of our 
ushers. 

§ Our building is fully accessible to all people. A small parking lot on the south side 
of the church is available only to persons with limited mobility or physical 
disability. The entrance to the parking lot is located immediately behind the Post 
Office, off Highland Street. An elevator connects all three levels. 

§ Join us for coffee, tea, cookies and more in the fellowship hall immediately after 
the service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help us to protect the environment by dropping your bulletin in one of the 
recycling baskets at the two main entrances to the sanctuary. 

 
Large print bulletins are also available. 
 
Transcripts of our Sunday Sermons and videos of the worship services are 
available on our website, www.uccplymouth.org 
 
Our services are live-streamed on our Facebook page every Sunday. 
 
 



GATHERING 
 

Prelude      “Air”     Richard Cundick 
The beginning of the prelude is an invitation to silent, 

personal preparation for the worship of God. 
 

Welcome & Life of the Church       Rev. Paulo Gustavo França 
  
Centering Music       “Be Still”      Laura Belanger 
   
*Call to Worship 
*Indicates congregation standing 
One: We gather together as one people, united by Christ’s love for us all. 
All: Let us open our hearts, our minds, and our arms to all who seek 
 comfort and refuge. 
One: God has told us what is required of us, 
All: To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 
 
*Hymn          “God is Here! As We Your People Meet”            Blk#70 
 
Prayer of the Day 
One: We know that frustration and fear often cloud our vision, making it harder 
 to see God’s image in our neighbors near and far. Let us commit ourselves 
 to the work of building the beloved community, where all are welcome. 
 Pray with me, saying: 
All:  God, you have called this world into being, and you have created 
 us in your image. Though borders, languages, complexions, and 
 traditions may separate us from one another, we know that your 
 love is without boundaries. Although some would have us view 
 people who look, think, and pray differently than us as something 
 less than human, we are called to see your image in all people.  
 Help us to be imitators of Christ, to bring healing to the sick, food 
 to the hungry, and liberation to the oppressed. Help us to flee 
 from bigotry and fear, and give us the courage to stand beside 
 those who flee from political, economic, and ecological violence.  
 Send us your Spirit, that we may know true communion with all of 
 your children. 



Silence for Personal Reflection 
 
God’s Promise of New Life  
One: Though darkness may gather at the doorstep, we are called to walk in the 
 light. Though hatred and fear would seek to divide us, we are called to love 
 boldly. 
All: We are a people of hope!  We know that only light can drive out 
 darkness, and only love can drive out hatred. Let us live out our 
 lives with compassion, gratitude, and grace! 
 
Prayer Response       “Glory to God” 

 

*Sign of Peace 
One: It is in the spirit of the ancient and enduring church that I share with you 
 this greeting—the Peace of Christ be with you.  
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

Scripture Lessons 
One: Listen for the Word of God  
 Hebrew Lessons  Isaiah 58:1-12      
 Gospel Lesson  Matthew 5:13-20   
One: May God bless our reading, hearing, and doing of God’s holy Word. 



All: Amen 

Sermon      “Prophetic Maladjustment in a Changing World”      Robert Feeny 
     
*Hymn             “In Christ There is no East and West”                   Blk#395 
     

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Offertory 
                                           
Gift of Music    “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”      Harold W. Friedell 
 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above you, heavenly host;  
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
All: Gracious God, we are so thankful for the diverse gifts that    
 contribute to our shared life on this planet. Inspire us to keep 
 sharing our time, talents, and treasures, and to show gratitude for 
 the gifts we receive daily. Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Invitation to the Table  
One: Come to this table, for God is revealed in this joyful meal. 
All: Here, God offers us the bread of life, 
 the nourishment we need,  
 the reminder that the presence of the holy lives deep  
 within our being. 
One: Come to this table for God meets us here. 
All: Here, God offers us the cup of salvation, 
 providing food and refreshment for our journey. 
One: Come, for in this sacred moment, God is made known to us all; at this 
 table, God’s presence is made real among us. 



The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: May the God of justice be with you. 
All: The Living Spirit of hope is among us. 
One: Open your hearts to God’s Presence. 
All: We open them to God and to one another. 
One: Let us give thanks to God, our Maker. 
All: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

One: It is right and our true joy to give you thanks, hope-breathing, love-
inspiring and life-giving God, for you have made us all in your image, 
shaping us with infinite care, as creatures of intelligence and passion, setting 
us in a world filled with possibilities to do good and show compassion. You 
sent Jesus to walk among us, sharing our humanity, tasting both joy and 
pain; one whom even death could not stop from believing in us. 

 And you are still present with us today in the Spirit, provoking us, lifting us,  
 nudging us to work for the healing of the world’s brokenness. So this   
 morning, in the company of each other, and with people throughout the  
 world, we declare what generations before us have sung: 

Sanctus     “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 



One: Blessed are you, Holy One, who brought us to this table where we   
  remember that sacred moment when Jesus gathered with his friends in the  
  upper room. As you were present with Christ and his disciples on that holy  
  space, be present with us now in the mystery of this sacrament and hear  
  us as we lift our prayers to you: 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
(You are invited to say your prayer aloud or in the silence of your heart) 

One:  Unite us in the presence of the Living Christ, restore in us the joy of your  
  salvation and let us proclaim boldly the mystery of our faith: 
All:  Christ has died.  
  Christ is risen.  
  Christ will speak to the human heart forever. 
One:  Send your Holy Spirit on this Bread and Cup, O Holy One, and nourish us  
  with the gift of a renewed faith to love and to serve you in the world. 
One: Be present with us now as we share this meal; that we may know   
 you as the God of life, who with Christ, our Savior, and the Holy 
 Spirit, lives forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread and the Pouring of the Cup 

Sharing of the Bread & the Cup 

Prayer of Gratitude after Communion 
All:  We give thanks, O God, because in your own free gift of love you 

have reached out to us. You have refreshed us at your table, 
touched our deepest needs, and called us to a life shared in 
memory and hope. Send us forth with courage and joy in the name 
of Jesus Christ, that we too may become bread and peace for one 
another. In his name we dare to pray with the words Christ taught 
his disciples, saying: 

The Lord’s Prayer  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 



SENDING 
     
*Hymn                  “O for a World”       Blk#575    

 
*Benediction  
 
Postlude             “Postlude in G”        Henry Kihlken 
The Postlude ends our gathered worship and sends us into the world where our true service begins. 

 

 
Keeping in Prayer 

Eric Evelo   Ron Brace   Shawna Cote  
Tim Rosewarne  Eddie Tseng  Paula Heggerick 
Corey Boniface  Eric Smith   Eileen Greenwood    

 Joan Friel   J. D. Wilkins  Ann C.  
                                 Lynn Anderson  

Prayers of comfort for the family of Tom Osborn who passed away this week. 
Prayers of comfort for the family of Jack Gaultney who passed away this week. 

Andy and Lindley, our Global Ministries mission workers in Sri Lanka. 
If you have any prayer requests, please fill out a prayer card located in the 

 pew rack and drop it in the offering plate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
Today’s Guest Preacher, Bob Feeny, is in his second year in the Master of Divinity 
program at the University of Chicago Divinity School.  His studies focus on ways of 
understanding God in a pluralistic context, and prophetic responses to injustice.  He is 
currently serving as a student pastor at Ravenswood United Church of Christ on 
Chicago’s north side, where he and his wife, Sarah, live.  Bob is currently exploring 
ordained ministry with the UCC. 
Flowers Today: The pink geranium is in celebration of Heather Elken and her 
grandfather Karl Eaton born on February 2, our two ground hogs. 
Book Group Date and Topic Changes.  February 13: Mary will lead us in discussion 
of three poems.  February 27: Susan will lead us on the Krista Tippett sections of Flesh 
and Love. 

Reminders 
Feb 12 - Music Committee meeting, 10:45am, parlor. 
Feb 12 - ONA Planning Task Force meeting, 11:00am, library. 
Feb 13 - Book Group meeting, 10:00am, parlor. 



SNACKS, SNACKS, SNACKS – We all enjoy a cookie or two along with our coffee in 
the Fellowship Hall after Church.  Right now, no one has signed up to contribute 
snacks for the Sundays in February.  Please choose a Sunday in February and add your 
name to a heart on the “Will U? Tree.”  Also, there are opportunities for you to be a 
“Coffee Hour Friend” and help with the preparations and clean-up from time to  
time.  You will find a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board behind the coffee pot.  Thank 
you from the Hospitality Committee. 

Hospitality Committee - Many thanks to everyone who took part in last Sunday’s 
Fifth Sunday Pot-Luck Luncheon, from those who brought all the delicious food, to 
the Sunday School children and their parents for the various pizzas, to the Finance 
Committee for the explanation of the half-year status of the Church’s budget, and to 
the many hands helping to restore the Kitchen and Fellowship Hall to their well-kept 
appearance.  Well Done Church Family! 

Sunday School at PCUCC is a great place to have fun, meet new friends and learn 
about God's love!  We have a wonderful group of children and welcome new kids to 
join in the fun. 

We'll be planning our Easter activities soon.  Please plan to join us for special children's 
activities during Holy Week, ending with a special Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday! 

PCUCC appreciates all of its hardworking volunteers.  We're always looking for new 
volunteers to help with our children's programs.  If you're interested in working with 
our kids, please contact Cindy Bjerklie at faithformation@uccplymouth.org. 

 

Anniversary of Our Historic Vote to become ONA 
 

“In Praise of Diversity” an Art Exhibit – Saturday, April 29th at 4:00 PM 

Opening worship service – Friday, May 5th at 6:30 PM 
Guest preacher, Andy Lang 

ONA Mission gathering – Saturday, May 6th 8:45 AM to 2:45 PM 
Keynote speaker, Alex Myer 

Worship Celebration – Sunday, May 7th at 9:30 AM 

Volunteers needed on May 5th and 6th to welcome our guests; direct people to different 
meeting spaces in the church; serve lunch on Saturday; help to setup and cleanup. If 
you are available, please, email the church office. 
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 The Reverend Paulo G. França, Minister      pastor@uccplymouth.org 
 Eileen Torrey, Temporary Church Office Administrator  office@uccplymouth.org 
 Cindy Bjerklie, Director of Christian Education   faithformation@uccplymouth.org 
 Claire McIver, Director of Music   musicdirector@uccplymouth.org 
 Laura Belanger, Organist   organist@uccplymouth.org 
 Larry Spencer, Church Treasurer  treasurer@uccplymouth.org  
 Celia Woolverton, Grace Counseling   gracecounseling@uccplymouth.org 

 
Robert W. Feeny, seminarian & preacher of the day 

Mary Chivers, liturgist 
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