
A PRAYER FOR TORTURE AWARENESS MONTH 
 

God of all peoples, receive our prayers: 
 
Around the world people are suffering and in pain; 

in their distress allow them to know your presence. 
 
Today we acknowledge that people are still being 

tortured; their wounds are physical, spiritual, and 
emotional. 

Allow them healing in the midst of brokenness, and let 
them know they are not alone. 

 
We pray for those who torture and those who authorize 

torture. 
 
Grant us each the strength to stand up to such immoral 

and illegal acts in the U.S. and around the world. 
Grant us the determination to see the humanity in each 

other, no person is an “animal”. 
 
We pray for an end to the divisions that perpetuate 

“othering” our fellow human beings – an end to racism, 
an end to xenophobia, an end to religious bigotry, and 
an end to any and all destructive divisions.   

 
As people of faith, guide us to learn, 

act and pray to end torture. 
 
Amen. 
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The National Religious Campaign Against Torture 
mobilizes people of faith to end torture in U.S. policy, 
practice and culture.  We are a coalition of over 300 
diverse religious organizations from national entities to 
local congregations across the country.   
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TORTURE IS A MORAL ISSUE 
 

Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all 
religions, in their highest ideals, hold dear. It degrades everyone 
involved -- policy-makers, perpetrators and victims. It contradicts our 
nation's most cherished ideals. Any policies that permit torture and 
inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable.  

Our nation halted the use of torture in interrogations – but we have a 
President who still calls for it, and who said “If [torture] doesn’t work, 
they deserve it anyway.”  Further, the prison at Guantanamo remains 
open – with most of the 40 people held there have been imprisoned 
for over a decade without charge or trial. 

Likewise, despite proof that solitary confinement causes deep mental 
and psychological harm – putting prisoners and society as a whole in 
greater risk – on any given day, 80,000 to 100,000 people are held in 
solitary confinement in U.S. prisons and jails.   

Now we see a new threat from drones that are used to threaten 
entire communities with the possibility of unseen and instantaneous 
death raining down from above – striking the guilty and the innocent 
alike.   

And all of these things are only possible because of our leaders’ 
success in dehumanizing entire groups of people – leading to bigotry 
toward our Muslim brothers and sisters and hardening our hearts 
against even refugees fleeing violence and terror. 

Nothing less is at stake than the soul of our nation. Let America 
abolish torture and bigotry now, without exceptions. 
 

  
 

 
 www.nrcat.org    facebook.com/nrcat    @nrcattweets 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO 
 

During June, Torture Awareness Month, we invite you to take a 
day and wear orange in solidarity with those who are imprisoned, 
those who are tortured, and those who face bigotry. 
 

To learn more and to encourage our political leaders to stand 
against torture and bigotry, go to: www.nrcat.org/orange 
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